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ish with the clergy themselves taking
part in duels in some places. Accord-
ing to the advice of an Archbishop a
trial of this nature took place in 978.
During the eleventh and twelfth cen-
luries the clergy eagerly sought the
right to trial by combat. For the most
part the clergy itself did not take part
in the dueling; this was done fo1
them by proxy. From this custom the
maintenance of hired “champions” or
fighters to try legal questions came
into use. (Behold your esteemed and
virile predecessors!) The Pope, higher
Church and state dignitaries did not
sanction this method, but it was per-
mitted by them. Champions and hired
fighters remained in vogue until the
latter part of the fourteenth century.

All over Europe the Trial by Com-
bat gradually faded out, although
there are instances al even a lale
date. In the tenth century the right
of the sons of a son to be considered
as members of the family was deter-
mined by combat of champions rather
than by a council of judges. In the
fifteenth century the duel ceased to be
in any way or sense a proper part of
the law. A new duel appeared in its

place—a duel of law still but more

chivalric than legal in its nature. St.
George was the patron Saint of Chiv-
alry and it was to him that the French
knights made their vows when they
met in duels on the charge of treason.
This type of duel served its purpose
and even as late as the fifteenth cen-
tury it had many adherents. A judi-
cial duel was fought in Spain as late
as 1522. LEven after the extinction
of trial by combat, it left its mark
in the popularity and frequency of the
private duel.

In the British Isles there are traces
of the judicial duel even as early as
the fifth century. It was then so com-
mon, one writer reports, that St
Patrick himself had to forbid his
“clerics” from indulging in it. For a
time it was customary to stake a man’s
entire belongings on the issue of the
fight—the winner taking all the prop-

erty of the vanquished as spoils of
victory. Hence, this style of dueling
became a sure way to wealth for the
successful fighter, and professional
champions plied their trade from one
end of the country to the other, grow-
ing rich from their victories. During
the tenth century we are told of an
ubiquitous Scot, Leot the Pale, going
back and forth through Norway and
growing wealthy from the right and
rigor of single combat. His career was
cut short by the renowned Norse war-
rior, one Egill Scallagwimson, who
met him in a duel over an heiress,
and having defeated him, vindicated
all of his goods according to the law.

There is another tale of Alfuin, a
great captain, who aspired to the hand
of Guida, the widow of an English
Earl. She, however, would have none
of him, and had pledged her hand to
Olaf, a Norseman. Alfuin challenged
Olaf to a duel with 12 men on each
side. Olaf armed himself with a great
battleaxe and ordered his men to do
likewise and bade them follow his
example in the fight. At the very
outset he struck the sword from Al-
[uin’s hand with a mighty blow of his
battleaxe—a second blow and Alfuin
was completely at his mercy. Olaf’s
men  adopted similar methods with
success and Alfuin found himself van-
quished and Olaf vindicaled to him-
sell of all of his possessions.

It has been reported that King
Arthur, at the siege of Paris in the
eleventh century, was challenged by
Flollo, the Roman tribune of Gaul,
to single combat. The realm of the
conquered was to belong to the victor.

The battle took place on an island
near Paris. With fixed lances these
warriors charged each other—Arthur
hurled his spear against Flollo’s chest
and unhorsed him. He was back on
his feet at once and stabbed Arthur’s
charger, causing the fall of both man
and horse. Arthur sprang up unhurt,
and renewed the fight on foot. It was
not, however, until he was wounded
in the forehead and saw his own















































































































